MISSION STATEMENT

To establish and strengthen

Rehoboth Jail &

the Christian life of inmates

Prison Ministry

and their families by providing
opportunities for worship, in-

After Care

struction, nurturing of chil-

This is a ministry to
individual inmates at the
time of their release from
prison - showing God’s
love through serving.

dren, fellowship, service, mutual aid, brotherly counsel, and
to establish and strengthen the
Christian life of evangelism.
To bring the Gospel to the
unsaved and to lead them to
faith in Christ followed by
membership in the body of
Christ.

REHOBOTH JAIL &
PRISON MINISTRY
Ministering to men after
their release keeps them
strong.

6166 Helens Way
Schuyler, VA 22969
Phone: 434 831-2593
E-mail:
RRBak@Juno.com

Saved ex-offenders minister
to newly released men

Jesus First

AFTER CARE: A VITAL HELP FOR RELEASE
This part of the ministry is
very important in keeping the exinmate from backsliding, and could
work together with family ministry
for the inmate who is married, once
he is released. Some inmates will
have a residence to parole to and
all their physical needs met, but
they may be coming into an ungodly home. Each member of the
local church can do their part by
going out of their way to be a real
brother or sister to all these new
Christians returning home. There is
nothing worse that visiting a church
where most of the congregation
couldn’t care less
about a stranger.
When someone
gets out of prison
there are many
A successful released inmate now things they want to
catch up on. Seeing
ministers thanks
to ministry to him. old ‘friends’ is usually one of the first
things they desire to
do. If the church fills the void of
friendship there may not be a need
seek out friends that may not be a
godly influence to this newly released person.
If put in the wrong situation,
the ex-inmate might just think he is
safe with these friends and it will
not hurt to go out and have just one
drink with them. That one drink
might be the first step on their way
back to the lifestyle that caused
them to be locked up in the first

place. If the church is there to befriend
this person, this could be avoided.
Rehoboth Jail & Prison Ministry wants to
put the inmates in contact with local
churches before they are released from
prison.
It would be a wonderful blessing
if a church member could pick the inmate
up from prison or the bus stop and bring
him home. This would show that they
really want to be there for this exoffender. If he has a way home it would
be great to welcome him home with a
short visit the first day he gets home. If
his family is already involved with a
church, this would be much easier to accomplish. Sometimes whomever the exinmates sees first after his release has the
most influence on him. It may say to him
that these are the ones who really cared
enough to come to see him.

Early on it would be great if
the church visited the family a couple of times the first week, then see
how the family responded. If it was
a favorable response, then the next
several weeks there could be contacts by various members to encourage the man and his family and
see how they are adjusting. Later
on these visits could be less often.
The ex-inmate will need a
promise for a good job, in many
cases, even before being released
from prison. He will need to get to
see his parole officer, and get his
license restored; whoever helps
him with these things will have the
most influence on him. If only the
heathens he knows are willing to do
these things for him, then they will
manipulate his direction.

Of course, you cannot spend
every minute with the ex-inmate and
eventually they will be approached by
their old acquaintances. However, the
initial contacts by the church when they
first come home will always make a very
strong impression in
the lives of
the newly
released
person and
also his
family that
you are
also minis- There is nothing like family
tering to.
care, but all inmates do not

Let’s never forget the blessing of this ex-offender (and his family also) to the church to stir up the
congregation to serve the Lord and
not just sit in the pew. When a man
who has been serving the Lord in
prison is released, he is usually on
fire for the Lord, much as when a
Christian is first saved. To have that
fire released into your congregation could bring alive some members who have become complacent.

have this awaiting them.

May God richly bless you all.

