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How close are we to the last day, not last days

I do not happen to know
when the Day of the Lord will
be (the day when Jesus Christ
will come in the clouds to
receive His church to be with
Him). 2 Tim. 3:1,2 1“This
know also, that in the last
days perilous times shall
come. 2 For men shall be
lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy.”
This was a warning in the
New Testament, and we see it
coming true today and should
be doing what the Lord en-
courages His children to do -
“watch and pray.” We need
to watch the signs God is giv-
ing us as prophecies are being
fulfilled concerning the com-
ing of the Lord. As in the
story of the five foolish vir-
gins (Matt. 25:1) they were
not prepared when the bride-
groom came. Many people
are putting off Christian liv-
ing for the ways of the world,
thinking they can always get
ready in time, since God is a
merciful, forgiving God. If

For 24 years of ministry in the
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For the church who has offered
a home church for inmates and
their family after their release.
The present board members
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All of the people who may
have volunteered for even a
short time to do editing or

you wait for the 12th
hour and Jesus comes at
11:00, you are in a heap
of trouble and will not
be prepared. 2 Cor.
6:1,2 1“We then, [as]
workers together [with
him], beseech {beg}
[you] also that ye re-
ceive not the grace of God in
vain. 2(For he saith, I have
heard thee in a time accepted,
and in the day of salvation
have I succoured {helped}
thee: behold, now [is] the
accepted time; behold, now
[is] the day of salvation .)”
Since God does not promise
anyone tomorrow, it is foolish
to say, “when I get older, or
after I have some fun, I will
think about salvation.” Your
life could end at any time.
James 4:14 “Whereas ye
know not what [shall be] on
the morrow. For what [is]
your life? It is even a vapour,
that appeareth for a little time,
and then vanisheth away.” As
we enter into 2011 and people
are making New Year’s reso-
lutions, instead of a resolution
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about losing weight or work-
ing out, make a spiritual
promise to God. Search your
own heart, ask God to show
you anything you need to
work on, any hidden sin in
your life, and promise God
and yourself to work on
everything He reveals to you.
Remember the seriousness of
making a promise to God. If
you want an intimate relation-
ship with anyone, you have to
spend time with them. It is no
different with having an inti-
mate relationship with God -
we must spend quality time
with Him such as prayer time
and daily devotions.
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Rre you aware of the injustices occurring in the criminal justice system?

Let me once again address the situation of
the parole board - the governor’s parole
board. They follow his resolution totally
or they are replaced. The parole board
was set up to allow men and women to be
released earlier than their original sen-
tence, and it was the board’s purpose to
consider institutional behavior, remorse
for their crime, and amount of time
served. When parole was instituted, the
judges were aware of the time the inmates
would have to serve before they were
eligible for early release, so they sen-
tenced the inmates accordingly. Then
parole for new inmates was done away
with. Supposedly to be tough on crime,
those inmates are now responsible to

serve 85% of their time. The men and
women under the old parole law were still
eligible for parole, but, as I have said over
and over, many of them have now served
two or three times the amount of time
they were expected to serve when sen-
tenced by the judge. Someone might say
this is a good thing. At lease these dan-
gerous people are out of society. How-
ever, if these men are not being released,
the tax payers are housing men and
women who may have truly turned their
lives over to God. Tax dollars are being
spent unnecessarily and the jail is over-
crowded because the DOC does not have
bed space. Do we, as a society, really
want to set a precedence that when a man

or woman has been rehabilitated it is not
enough to allow them to go home? The
DOC (Department of Corrections) states
its purpose is to rehabilitate or correct.
They showed a strong desire to stop the
use of the word prison and wanted society
to see them in a different light. When
people are just being housed with little
hope of being rewarded when they
change, society has failed in a major way.
I think it is time for society to sound off
about people being eligible for parole but
still being refused proper consideration.
Someone needs to be held accountable for
that. They are following what the gover-
nor has demanded of them. Let’s do
something about this.

Rnother injustice that 1s already out of hand. Civil Commitment!

I have mentioned before what is called
Civil Commitment. This is when a per-
son convicted of a sex crime must be
evaluated before he is released after serv-
ing his or her entire sentence. If the court
thinks, because of statistics, there is a
chance this inmate might commit another
similar crime, he or she can be held in-
definitely. Since society is so affronted by
sexual offenders, the DOC and court sys-
tem seem to think these men and women
no longer deserve any rights. Before
someone says, “If you had someone sexu-
ally offended, you would not be defend-
ing these people,” I tell you that my niece
was indeed attacked by two young men
who tried to rape her. I am not opposed
to violent offenders being incarcerated
indefinitely if it is a known fact they are a
danger to society. However, I am not
equipped to know the heart of man. I am
not comfortable when a man is sentenced
to 15 years for a crime, serves that time,
and then the DOC sends this man back to
court to have a psychologist discern if this
man or woman is likely to commit an-
other sexual crime. I do not know if soci-
ety realizes how serious it is when some-

one is tried for something a psychologist
figures they might do some time in the
future. This court is then allowed to com-
mit this person to a mental health facility
indefinitely. In this process, the person is
taken to jail from the prison and must
appear in court in a trial where there is a
prosecutor and a psychologist who will
try to convince a jury it is more likely this
person will commit another crime than
not. They do this because of statistics
accumulated over a period of time. The
one on trial has served the time the law
determined for the crime and is now be-
ing tried for what they might do some
time in the future. If this jury finds it
possible this crime might occur, the per-
son in question is sentenced indefinitely
to a mental health facility not a part of the
DOC. Each year thereafter these inmates
or residents are taken back to court and
made to go through this trial all over, with
one psychologist on the prosecution’s
side and one appointed to represent the
inmate’s side. Plus, each year they will
need an attorney. There is not a lot of talk
about the cost of this program, but it is
certainly not the answer to preventing

sexual crimes.

When someone is considered a sexual
predator, I can see the need for very seri-
ous concern if this person is put back into
society. I am not blind just because I do
prison ministry. I know what a danger
someone is who has a violent nature and
continues to commit violent crimes when
they are released after their sentence.
This is something the judge should take
into consideration after someone repeats
a violent crime. If someone continues to
repeat any crime, they should be made
accountable, but I do not think anyone is
qualified to foretell the future as to what
someone might or might not do. So, the
law should be clear concerning the in-
creased penalty for repeat offenders. No
one, in spite of the severity of a crime,
should be permitted to keep an inmate
incarcerated for something statistics say
could happen, nor should this law be ret-
roactive to those incarcerated before this
civil commitment was made into a law.
When the law is not held accountable it
easily becomes lawlessness.
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God has blessed me with a beautiful place to live and I do not fail to praise Him.

I do not like city life. What I do love is to
hear the rooster crowing in the morning
and hear the hens cackling after they just
laid a fresh egg. I love seeing deer in the
field almost as much as I love them on
my dinner plate - as long as they are not
jumping in front of my car or truck. I
enjoy being able to walk out my door and
see woods all around and not be awak-
ened by honking horns and people’s
voices. God, in his wonderful grace and
blessing, has given me a home perfectly
suited for me and my life. I like wood

& Sice s= heat even
though it
involves
some
hard
work. 1

I am blessed with many encouraging let-
ters, but I do not share many of these let-
ters because these men are showing ap-
preciation for me as a minister of God,
and I do not want to come across as being
proud or boastful. I do appreciate their
kind and encouraging words since I hear
from some I minister to who are neither
kind nor encouraging. Sometimes, when
I preach in some churches, it is like I am
speaking to deaf ears. People are looking

have a lot
of money
to pay
high rent,
yet I live
in a place
people
who live
in the city
would pay big money to vacation in. My
landlady and landlord are wonderful peo-
ple, and my landlord actually cuts my hair
(what little I have left) for free. I get free
fresh eggs and fresh g
vegetables from their
garden, and I am able
to work with my land-
lord to help him cut
wood and do other
work around here to

at their watches and cannot wait to get out
of the church. Of course, my first thought
is my inability or “Where are you Holy
Spirit? You know I can not do this on my
own.” I never feel like that when I preach
in prison. Whether the men agree or dis-
agree, the majority are alert and taking in
every word. This is such an encourage-
ment. Then when men, who make so
little, tithe to the ministry monthly with
money or some with a book of stamps, |

What are you thoughts for the new year?

Each year I mention New Year’s resolu-
tions and the meaninglessness of making
promises to yourself that you do not keep.
This year I want you to think about the
economy. Does the state of the world
cause you to fear for your future? I am
sure being a Christian will not exclude us
from suffering or that we will always
have plenty. However, I know my God
will continue to supply all my needs
{Phil. 4:19}. Ijustneed to be sure I am
not identifying my wants as my needs. |

need to be sure | am content in whatever
state I find myselfin {Phil 4:11}. I need
to be satisfied with plenty as well as with
little {Phil. 4:12}. In the early years this
ministry certainly learned to be content in
little, and we are not failing to praise God
for having a budget we are able to man-
age these last 5 years. However, if we are
to bless men and women with a place to
parole to, we not only know we will have
to keep our budget low but also know we
will need an increase in giving. Halfway

show my appreciation for their kindness.
I have a pond I can fish in and a lovely
place to invite many people to come and
enjoy the Day of Jubilee each year. Not
only do my neighbors not mind all this
traffic, most of them come and partake of
this celebration. I want to use this article
to say this is only part of the true blessing
God is bestowing on me. This means so
much to me as I serve God rather than
serving mammon. I know He is seeing to
all my needs. I made great money when I
was plumbing, but I have never regretted
giving up that 40 to 70 hour a week job to
serve the lord. I have more now than I
ever did when I was working
all those hours, and I was
never as happy. Thanks for
your prayers for God’s pro-
visions.

know God is honoring the work He has
called me to do. I know there are lots of
people who attend church who do not
want to hear the truth, but the men in
prison do not usually bother to come
unless they are seeking or hungry for the
Word. God is wooing them, and they are
heeding His call. Of course, I know lots
of churches that are also just as hungry.
Which are you?

houses are closing left and right because
of the state budget cuts, and there has
never been a greater need for a totally
Christian program supported totally by
the Christian community who are trusting
totally in God and not in our economy to
make this program successful. Are we
going to allow the government to con-
vince us God is not able? I do not want
government support if those finances will
not allow the program to be a mandatory
Christian program. I will not step out in
faith unless it is faith that God is behind
this effort and that churches are willing to
commit to providing for the needs.
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1. What Alexandrian Jew did Martin Luther suggest that
could have been the author of the book of Hebrews?
2. Does God answer every prayer?

3. What does the Bible say is the penalty of Sin?

4. Who is the only one who ever lived a perfect life?

5. What city is called the city of David?

6. How many cups were passed at Jesus’ Last Supper with
His disciples?

7. What was the garden spot where Jesus went to pray?

8. What was the tent called where the Israelites worshiped?
9. How does God manifest Himself in the world today?

10. What might be considered the gloomiest Psalm?

Answers to Nov / Dec questions.

1. (Apostle Rom.1:1) 2. (Melchizedek Gen.14:18) 3.(Abigail
1Sam.25:3) 4. (Ahab 1Kings 16:30,31) 5. Shem and Ja-
pheth Gen. 9:23) 6. (Convert James 5:19) 7. (Eli 1Sam.3:1)
8. Golgotha, John 19:17, 18) 9. (The place of the Skull,
Matt. 27:33) 10. (Save now, I beseech thee Matt. 21:9)

he 1nitia B and for Buck am Correctiona €
DCC stands for Dillwyn Corrections Center; all services
RJPM stands for Rehoboth Jail & Prison Ministry
PF stands for Prison Fellowship
CBS stands for Community Bible Study; 2:00 to 3:30PM; Held by Chaplain Ron Baker, RIPM

Offerings & Donations / \
are tax deductible since Rehoboth is a non-profit FEB l AR Y 2 0 1 1
organization. They can be sent to the address be-
low and will be used to further the Jail & Prison
Ministry. Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu | Fri Sat
Ministry Address
1 CBS 2 3 4 5
DCC/
PF
6 7 8 CBS 9 10 11 12
DCC/
RJIPM
13 14 15 CBS 16 17 18 19
DCC/ z:‘ve“‘i“es DCC/ Food
To establish and e Christian life of RIPM | gccy PF Bank
o o 5 6 o Ash Wednes-
inmates and their fa by providing opportuni- RJPM day
ties for worship, instruction, nurturing of children, 20 21 22 23 24 |25 26
fellowship, service, mutual aid, brotherly counsel, CBS DCC/
. o, .- o ‘Washington’s
and to establish and strengthen the Christian life Birthda(;" RIPM.
of evangelism. To bring the Gospel to the unsaved 27 23
and to lead them to faith in Christ followed by BCC/
membership in the body of Christ. K RJPM /




