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Does an Inmate Have to Leave the State to Get a New Start?

(ver the years | have gotten
many letters from inmates who
believe that leaving the state
they have lived in all of or part of

Isa. 55:7 “Let the wicked
forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him re-
turn unto the LORD, and
he will have mercy upon
him; and to our God, for
he will abundantly par-
don.”

their lives is the only way to get
a fresh start. Because they had
problems with the criminal jus-
tice system during their life of
crime, they feel they need to
maove away to get a fair break.
Now while | can see moving to
another area to get a clean start
and not be in the community

where everyone knows you and
will negatively influence you is a
good idea, | do not think most
states are infested with an un-
fair police force, judicial system,
or crooked judges. | also hear
some complaints about being on
parole for long periods of time.
While | understand someone
wanting to be clear of paraole, if
he or she is following the rules
of their parole what do they have
to fear?

| left Manassas, Virginia, because
| had a negative reputation and |
knew many of the police officers
would never believe | could
change. Additionally, all of the
people | associated with were
doing things against the law, sad
as it was—of my friends were
law-abiding citizens. So | left that
area to go where | had never

been in trouble, and wherel made
all new, Christian friends. | im-
mediately got involved in a good
Bible-preaching church. | estab-
lished a new reputation as a
godly, law-abiding man and did
not get involved with those out-
side the law other than as a
witness, Since some of my family
still did not believe | had really
changed, | spent a good deal of
my time witnessing to them.

| have been out of prison over 27
years now and am doing well
with the help of the Lord. | did
not have to leave Virginia to stay
out of trouble. | did |eave the
area where | knew | stood less of
a chance of staying straight. We
need to remember it is not the
criminal justice system that got
us in trouble, it is the crimes we
committed that did.

As We Start a New Year Let Us Start With Thanksgiving.

Rehoboth Jail & Prison
Ministry wants to praise
God for another year of
blessing us to serve God in
the jails and prisons. We
did this through worship
services, Bible studies and
letters. We are thankful for
the people who have
signed on as pen pals, and
certainly for those who
support this ministry finan-
cially, which makes all of

the rest possible. I thank
God for being able to
preach once a month at a
local church. They pray for
this ministry daily and
they pay me for preaching,
which also helps me finan-
cially. Personally I thank
my board for all of their
hard work. I thank the
prison and jail administra-
tion who allow this minis-
try to hold the worship

services and Bible studies
as well. God is in the cen-
ter of everything we are
thankful for. He makes it
all possible. So as we start
a new year we have much
to praise God for and noth-
ing to complain about. Join
us in praising God for His
work in the jails and pris-
ons to the least of these His
servants. Matt. 25:40 =
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Matt. 25:41 “Then He will also
say to those on the left hand,
‘Depart from Me, you cursed,
into the everlasting fire prepared
for the devil and his angels: ***for
I was hungry and you gave Me no
food; I was thirsty and you gave
Me no drink; **‘I was a stranger
and you did not take Me in, naked
and you did not clothe Me, sick
and in prison and you did not
visit Me.’




Matt. 6:14"*“For if you
forgive men their tres-
passes, your heavenly
Father will also forgive
you.

Thought for: Jan.
26,2002 When
I pass a stranger, let
me know if you
desire me to stop.
Never let my day be
so busy doing what I
feel is your work to
pass by a soul that
needs to hear of you.
Give me
discernment in all
situations whether I
should speak or not,
and give me peace
with that decision, as
it were from you.

ATy

Two of our pen pals
who visited us for the
Day of Jubilee
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Who is the Most Honored Servant of the Lord and Whose
Sins Are the Worst ?

| tis bad enough when | am speak-

ing about inmates to Christians
who have never been incarcerated,
and those Christians speak to me
only about punishment instead of
mercy towards offenders. But
when | am in the prisons and vari-
ous inmates look down on those
they consider the lowliest sinner in
the prison, that is even worse to
me. After 27 years of working in
the criminal justice system, God
has gotten the point across to me
that | not do have the right to judge
who is worthy of God's message of
salvation. | feel sorry for society
who thinks inmates are where they
belong and that we need to keep
them locked up. | feel sorry for the
way men are released from prison
with so many strikes against them
that it makes it near impossible for
them to succeed.

Don't get me wrong: | know there
are men and women locked up who
need to stay there, but [ am not
worthy to determine which ones
they are. Do you think you are so
holy and righteous you can say

anyone who committed this
crime is never waorthy to be
released or have a second
chance? | know many people
who have been affected by
crime in some terrible way
have different feelings to-
ward this. | know they have
much hurt and pain. My only
point in sharing here is to
present God's will in such a
situation for forgiveness,
while still being vigilant.
Jesus speaks to this issue.

Luke B: *"Judge not, and
you shall not be judged. Con-
demn not, and you shall not
be condemned. Forgive, and
you will be forgiven. When
we condemn someane as not
deserving a second chance,
we are in direct opposition
to this verse. Matt. 5:“'But |
say to you, love your ene-
mies, bless those who curse
you, do good to those who
hate you, and pray for those
who spitefully use you and
persecute you, *that you

may be sons of your Father in
heaven; for He makes His sun rise
on the evil and on the good, and
sends rain on the just and on the
unjust. If we are to love our ene-
mies certainly someone who has
committed a terrible sin should be
given anather chance for salvation.
Matt. 19:%He said to Him, “Which
ones?" Jesus said, " 'You shall not
murder,’'You shall not commit
adultery,’ 'You shall not steal,’ 'You
shall not bear false witness,'
®Hanor your father and yaur
mather," and, "You shall love your
neighbor as yourself. " Jesus cate-
gorized murder and lying and a lack
of honoring mother and father as a
“thou shall not," meaning they are
all sins in God's eyes. John 13: *A
new commandment | give to you,
that you love one another; as | have
loved you, that you also love one
another. *By this all will know that
you are My disciples, if you have
love for one another.” Is God's
Word real to us, or do we pick and
choose what commandments we
want to follow?

Here are a few pictures of the Day of Jubilee 2014 more on the back page.

Here are some
pictures of the
Day of Jubilee
for 2014. We
had one of the
best turnouts
and the
weather was like a special gift
from God. Above is one of the
men I ministered to at DCC, who
attends each year. Please remem-
ber as you enjoy these pictures
that you would enjoy being there

in person with us that much
more. Some of you should
recognize these people sing-
ing at the Day of Jubilee.
These lovely sisters and
brother in the Lord go into
prisons sometimes with me.

Even with all of the

= fun we have, praising,
thanking, and worship-
ing, God is our number
1 priority. Many peo-
ple from many areas
attend from a variety of denomi-
nations, all praising the one and
only God Jehovah and His Son
Jesus the Christ. As we just cele-
brated Jesus’ birth last month,
let’s continue to celebrate His life
and gift of salvation every day.
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A Testimony From a Volunteer After Her Visit to Prison.

I want to try to ex-
press what ministering with
you at these two correctional
facilities has meant to me.
Before last December, I'd
never stepped foot in a jail or
prison. Before this experience,
inmates were simply faceless,
nameless people who all de-
served what they got. Then a
couple of Mom's dear friends
got locked away. One admit-
ted he was guilty of his crime
and the other held to his inno-
cence. Both men had been
accused of terrible things, but
the one who maintained his
innocence had been accused
of something truly heinous. As
mom and I prayed for him, I
had to face the possibility that
this man could be guilty of
what he'd been accused. It
made me want to stop praying
for his protection in prison and
to stop praying for his soul. |
felt if I continued to pray for
him, I was "letting him off the
hook" and my disgust for him
was real. At the end of the
day, though, this man is a
creation of God. Because God
loves him, it is my responsi-
bility to love him as well. This
guy was not just Mom's
friend, but mine, too, before
all this happened. So was I
going to virtually desert him
when he needed me most? It
was an important moment in
my heart.

Then I came with
you to Buckingham last
Christmas. [ was so moved by
the men who attended the
service that I wrote about it on
my website (http://
www.kathyallenmusic.com/
blog). The sincerity in the
faces of the prisoners, their
genuine worship of Christ,
their desire to be better men,
touched me to the core. I knew
it could all be an act and that
maybe some of them even
attended the service just to
have something to do or to get

out of their cell. I really
believed, though, that many
of them were there for the
right reasons. Even last
night, while Billy was
speaking, I kept an eye on
the men in the audience and
realized their eyes were
fixed on Billy giving the
message (I know I can't see
everything and these guys
can probably be pretty sly,
but I felt for the most part
that they stayed focused on
Billy).

When you asked
me to close in prayer last
night, I had to pray what
was on my heart and all I
could think about was the
way this experience has
changed met. I'm hoping I
didn't offend anyone by
admitting my previous judg-
mental attitude. Now, it's not
so easy to be judgmental
when I have faces and hearts
to go with the judgment.
The fact that these guys cry
when I sing about Jesus'
love breaks me. Yes, they
have committed crimes,
some of them awful. Yet
they are creations of God
and He wants desperately to
redeem their lives. Who am
I to deny them that opportu-
nity?

So, Ron, it is ME
who must thank YOU for
allowing us to come along
with you into the system.
But for the grace of God,
we'd be in their places. Here
is what I wrote on the web-
site last December, and
there's really not a better
way to summarize my ex-
perience so far:

"I visited a correc-
tional facility last night with
a prison ministry connected
to a man who goes to church
with Mom. The visit was a
humbling and profound ex-
perience. The men who at-
tended this Christmas ser-
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My thought for Feb.
vice were men who faithfully attend 14, 2002:
Bible studies; many have given their Overflow me

lives to Jesus. I am fully aware that
99% of these men deserve to be in
prison for their crimes. I understand
they are not innocent little boys.
However, the men who came last
night came to worship Jesus. Those
few hours were an extension of truths
God’s been gently teaching me the
past few years. Here’s a peek into my
prayer journal from this morning:

“I had a quietly majestic
night at the prison yesterday. Your
peace permeated everything leading
up to it. I'd not experienced peace
like that before. Though I considered
nerves in the weeks and hours lead-
ing up to the performance, Your
wall of peace was stubborn and
unmovable. Even when I tried to be
nervous... that PEACE...Last night
I met men; I did not meet crime or a
set of numbers. I met men with faces

with your loving
Spirit so | can
accomplish your
love to those | find it
impossible to love on
my own.

Some of the children in an

and personalities. | MET REPEN- orphanage in Haiti that
TANCE LAST NIGHT. I met the Rehoboth Jail & Prison
grace of Jesus. Those men love God Ministry supports.

and have found joy in the most ter-
rible place.

“Father, You are putting faces to
people who used to be so easy to
distantly judge. You are teaching
me grace and forgiveness through
‘the least of these.’ Thank You. I
love You, too.”

—Kathy Allen

Please read Kathy’s blog and if you
are looking for some wonderful
Christians music please know she
does concerts. She sings Christian
music (sometimes sprinkled with
country tunes and love songs for
fun) and her mission is to make
Jesus Christ famous. She want folks
to take a second look at their rela-
tionship with Jesus because of the
music she sings. Her style is gentle §
vocals and keys, with a Colbie Cail- _
lat-Laura Story vibe. Visit her web-
site for booking or to learn more
about the ministry: http://
www.kathyallenmusic.com/contact
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Red numbers on Mondays, Wednesdays and Sunday are days I minister at Dillwyn and Buckingham prisons.

The blue number is the Thursdays we pass out food at the food pantry in Schuyler.

The orange numbers are the days I preach at another church. Sometime this is last minute and it does not get posted in time.
The green numbers are the days we have the MOM Monthly Outreach Meal.

Mission Statement
To establish and strengthen the Christian life of
inmates and their families by providing opportuni-
ties for worship, instruction, nurturing of chil-
dren, fellowship, service, mutual aid, brotherly
counsel, and to establish and strengthen the Chris-
tian life of evangelism. To bring the Gospel to the
unsaved and to lead them to faith in Christ fol-
lowed by membership in the body of Christ
establish and strengthen the Christian life of in-
mates and their families by providing opportuni-
ties for worship, instruction, nurturing of chil-
dren, fellowship, service, mutual aid, brotherly
counsel, and to establish and strengthen the Chris-
tian life of evangelism. To bring the Gospel to the
unsaved and to lead them to faith in Christ fol-
lowed by membership in the body of Christ

Offerings & donations are tax deductible
since Rehoboth is a non-profit organiza-
tion. They can be sent to the address below
and will be used to further the Jail &
Prison Ministry.

Ministry Address:

Rehoboth Jail & Prison Ministry
Ronald R. Baker, Chaplain
6166 Helens Way
Schuyler, VA 22969-9607
E-mail: rrbak@juno.com
Phone: (434) 831-2593

Web site: www.jailandprisonministries.org

W‘H Here we see some of the Food is something we
- men Rehoboth Jail and
Prison Ministry has bene-
fited over the years. They
all attended this past
year’s Day of Jubilee, two
* for the first time since
they were only released in
2014 and one at the right who
has blessed us many times with
his presence. After a sentence
of GOD years under the old
law, God granted him parole.
He has been out for a while
now and continues to do well.
Left here below with his back to us, we
see Alvin, who brought his father to the
celebration, who is 94 years old and still
3% praising the Lord. He has a
L wonderful story of his
walk with Jesus.

along with good
Christian fellowship
between some who
see each other regu-

o

=]

time of the Jubilee
and are able to attend
and get a taste of
hospitality Southern- |
style.

always have plenty of B

larly and others who only see each other at
this event. Trymg to speak to everyone and
i} thankful [ have my
#_ " responsibility with

ate the various people from all over the
country who are able to be in this area at the

Last Year's Day of Jubilee Went Great and We Are Looking for Number 29

Praising God
does not take a ]
back seat when it [#%
comes to this
annual event. We
praise God in song as well as with testi-
monies of how great our God
" is. Se we invite you to come
. and see for yourself. The next
Day of Jubilee celebration will
be on Sept. 26, 2015. You have
our information in this news-
letter to get directions, if you want to
come and bring someone interested in any
aspect of prison ministry. Go to our web-
site provided in this newsletter for further
information of
ways we might be
able to assist you.

making them feel
welcome, [ am so

board to share that

me. I always appreci-

God Bless!




