Be a

If you or your congregation want
to be a part of any of the outreach
ministries offered by Rehoboth Jail
& Prison Ministry, please contact
us. We will be happy to share any
and all information available in the
ministry outreaches individually, or
we are willing to give a free semi-
nar that will share all the aspects
of each outreach we offer.

If you would like to support this
ministry financially, please make
all donations out to Rehoboth Jail
& Prison Ministry.

There are even more aspects to
this ministry we are working to-
ward. For more details contact us.

Every released inmate might not
be as blessed to have family
waiting like this one
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Family
Ministry

If possible, this is a ministry
to the families of inmates
before the inmate is released
from prison, and it can
continue into After Care

Make this

outreach

available in your
congregation!

Ronald R. Baker
Since 19S7




Any time a Christian family gets
involved with the family of an in-
mate, they have
an opportunity
to show them
what a true
1| Christian family
is like. You
Christian fellowship | need to be sure
is vital to developing you have the
a haven for the fam- 1 t of
ily of an inmate be- O0g out ol your
fore and after his or |OWN eye before
her release you help this

family with the
sliver they have in their eye by
eliminating all prejudice from
the beginning.

Some of the ways to interact with
the family is to have them over
for cookouts, going shopping to-
gether, and being a true brother
or sister in the Lord to them. The
more of the love of Christ you
show them, the more Christ like
they will have a desire to be. You
cannot treat these Christians dif-
ferently than your other brothers

and sisters in the Lord, even though
at first you may need to be a little
more cautious.

One main thing that you need to be
aware of in family ministry is that the
inmate's family has suffered as much
as the inmate, and sometimes more.
In many cases their needs are not be-
ing met as easily as
f the inmate’s. Many
times they suffer
the embarrassment
|of going on wel-
fare. In order to get

Allmenandwomen S| ¢ }, o children
coming out of prison

do not have a family |PTIOpPer medical
to go home to, if they | care, the family has

doit is helpful to deal with walk-in
clinics. Everything takes much
longer now because of the red tape,
and sometimes the family may be
looked down upon because of their
spouse’s incarceration. In same ways
they are being punished far more
than the one incarcerated.

It is very important that the in-
mates and their families are both be-
ing spiritually fed. If one spouse has
received Jesus and is living for Christ
and the other is not, there will be
many problems at the time of the re-
lease from prison. They will be un-
equally yoked with an unbeliever
from whom they have already been
separated long enough. Many in-
mates have received Jesus while in-
carcerated only to leave Him on the

shelf after they get home. Some-
times the reason is because of an
unbelieving mate who does not
desire to attend church or be a
part of the Christian’s new life-
style at the time of release. If
someone who is a new Christian
comes home to a spouse who has
no interest in the Word, they have
two and a half strikes against
them.

If the ex-inmate and the spouse
are equally excited about this
new walk with Jesus, it will greatly
increase their chances of remain-
ing together and not returning to
a life of crime.

Remember that ministry to an in-
mate’s family should grow into a
wonderful spiritual relationship
and continue as the inmate comes
home. The church will become
the home church for another fam-
ily who will truly have experi-
enced the love of God from this
congregation, and will be able to
help minister to the next family in
need in the neighborhood.
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