Il [n-Prison Ministry

This does not mean, however, meeting every
physical and material need they have. Remember
the main purpose of their coming. Introduce them
to Jesus and allow them to know Him as their
Lord and Savior. Then if they do not stay at your
church they will still be in great hands anyway.

A church should not build their hopes up, that they
will convert every troubled person that comes to
their church. The church might become discour-
aged when someone is not converted and not want
to help the next needy person that comes to them.
It could give them such a letdown if someone that
they have helped, commits another crime or uses
some of the church members to get material things
and they really show no love for God. God does
not promise us that everything we do will be suc-
cessful, now does He? Make the body of believers
that are involved with this type of ministry aware
of all the problems that might arise. Then go from
there, knowing there may be something that you
never expected come up. God is still God and He
is aware of all that is going on so keep all you do
in prayer and what ever happens praise God even
when it seems impossible.

Individuals coming out of prison need a home
church. Allow the local jail to know you are inter-
ested in ministering to the families of inmates. If
your church is not going into the local jail, allow
any of the local group who is going in to know
you are interested in family mlnlstry Start your
ministry to the g - ——

family before
the inmate
comes home.
Then he will feel
more at home at
your church
when he gets out
of prison. While

Large numbers of men and women in prison
develop a true desire to worship God.

you are ministering to the family the inmate is, hopefully, being
ministered to in the prison. When the inmate comes home, the
church already has a relationship with the family. Through corre-
spondence with the inmate from some of the church members, they
will even know something about the inmate. In this case the inmates
will feel more comfortable in the church when they get home. If the
church is not there for them when they first get home, this could
lead him to problems. If the evil one has them get back with old so-
called friends it could make the difference between going back to
prison or serving the Lord. The time when they first get home will
present the greatest time of temptation for the ex-inmate. They have
been away from all the things we take for granted, and some things
that we pray will no longer be of interest to them. If the church is
there in a very supportive way for them it can really make the differ-
ence. This is also a way a church can work in part of the ministry
without actually going into the prisons. This is why it is good to
have different people who might desire to do separate parts of the
ministry. Some may desire to go into the prisons; some may like to
just write letters, and some may like the family part of the ministry.
It all goes together and no part is less important than the other. If
your church does decide to go into the prison as a group, or mem-
bers of your church want to join a group going into a jail or prison,
there is much more to learn than just what is on this tract. Rehoboth
Jail & Prison Ministry will come to your church and give a free 4-
hour seminar explaining all the outreaches in more detail when re-
quested.
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To establish and

strengthen the Christian
life of inmates and their
families by providing op-
portunities for worship,
instruction, nurturing of
children, fellowship, ser-

. ) Phone: (434 )831-2593
vice, mutual aid, brotherly

E-mail: RRBak@)Juno.com

counsel, and to establish
and strengthen the Christian life of evangelism. To bring the
Gospel to the unsaved and to lead them to faith in Christ
followed by membership in the body of Christ

Offerings & Donations are tax deductible since Rehoboth
is a non-profit organization. They can be sent to the address
above and will be used to further the Jail & Prison Ministry.
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The men in one of the prisons we minister at
praise and worship God.
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In—Prison Ministry 1s not for everyone.

In Prison Ministry is ministering within
the confines of the various jails and prisons
within the DOC (Department of Correc-
tions). The focus is to see these men and
women receive the opportunity to receive
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior in a
real and lasting way. 1.
There are many things you need to know to
become involved in the in-prison part of
the prison ministry, and at least one thing
you do not need to know. The one thing
you do not need to know is what a man or
woman did to become incarcerated. There
are certain things you just do not ask: this
is one.

Suppose you ask a man what he did and he
never comes back to another meeting be-
cause of being embarrassed because of his
crime. Supposed you g
ask and he was willing
to tell you, would you
really be prepared to ==
hear what his crime is?

If he or she was a child
molester could you n—
minister to this person  You can see the look of
without prejudice in the intensity in their eyes.
future? It is best not to

ask; after you earn their trust they might

desire to share their crime with you. If you
have grown to love them in the Lord it may
not affect you as badly as it would have

when you first met.

2. | believe it is always best for men or
couples to minister in the all-male prisons

and for women and couples to minister in

the all-female prisons. When you do other-

wise you are just asking for trouble. You will al-
ways have more men coming to a Bible study
when there are lots of ladies present. In the
women correctional centers there will always be a
good turnout for a Bible study with plenty of men
in it. The interest is not always sexual; however,
there will be some that come only for the prospect
of talking to someone of the opposite sex. This in
itself is not always bad. But we must keep in mind
the reason for going into the prisons in the first
place. Too many times singles of the opposite sex
will disrupt the meeting more than it will help.

3. The prison ministry could begin with the
churches learning something about the local jail.
Many times the men and women who are in jail
may only have a short sentence; ones who receive
a longer sentence will be sent to the state prison.
Even if your church is not involved in the in-jail
part of this ministry, when inmates get out you
could be there for them by inviting them to your
church. This could even be done through the
group that is serving in the jail. By getting an ex-
inmate involved in your church you may have cut
back on at least one person that may never become
incarcerated again. This also gives the family of
this person a new chance, especially if they have
children who may soon be following in the par-
ent’s footsteps. This new change will give the
children an opportunity to have a positive role
model in their parent.

4. If you are not involved in actually going into
the jail, you may desire to let the local jail chap-
lain know you would welcome those interested in
going to a local church to come to your church.
Always be careful of someone that may start com-
ing to church for all the wrong reasons, like mate-
rial needs. Helping them through the trouble they

find themselves in, and other non-spiritual
things will prove to this man or woman that
your church really cares, this will make a real
difference in how they feel about taking a
spiritual interest in the church. Think of some
of the things that got some of your regular
members involved in church. Many people
come to God for physi-
cal needs and receive the
spiritual blessing as a
bonus. Think of all the
people healed by Jesus
or fed by Jesus and re-
member: we do not
know all the stories be- | In-Prison Ministry is
hind all of these events. |a major calling for
Remember that these R

new converts will be like

any new convert to the Lord. They will need
nurturing and will be immature so they will
need to be discipled. Just because these peo-
ple may have been in trouble with the law, try
not to have too many preconceived notions
about them. Do not make them feel there are
special rules for them because of their back-
ground. What do you know about the other
members of your church? Better yet, what is
it you do not know that might throw them into
the same category with these ex-offenders?

5. Many times we have people who have not
been incarcerated whom we do not know that
come to our church and stay for all the help
they can get and then they move on. It is up to
the church to show these people the type of
love that will give them the desire to keep
coming back for the spiritual things and not
move on.




